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Abstract. Due to unsustainable human activities, 60% of primate species are on the verge of extinction. Conservation and environmental concern have led to the emergence of ecotourism ventures to protect primate habitats by providing sustainable solutions by raising revenues and awareness among the people regarding primate conservation. However, long-term exposures to tourist presence and tourism activities have caused adverse effects on primates. Numerous studies report the negative effects of tourism related construction activities and tourist attitudes while visiting  on primates but to get more insight into the topic it is important to determine the past and present trend of research on primates inhabiting ecotourism destinations. In this study, a literature search of peer-reviewed publications was conducted, focusing on tourist and tourism related impact in ecotourism sites to characterize its trends. 
The literature search resulted in 73 publications on 18 primate genera between 1950-2019, and with genus Macaca featured in one-third of all the publications. Most of the publications concerned primates in African continent (55%). Behavioural adjustments by primates due to tourist presence contributed 51% of the literature. Only 6% of these studies investigated primarily the health of the tourists.
Characterizing trends of research in ecotourism destinations in primate habitat countries can provide us valuable information about the challenges and drawbacks in management of the sensitive habitats for endangered primates. In order to minimize the negative effects on primates by tourism activities multidisciplinary approach is required to implement education and training programs for the  while highlighting the gap in our knowledge and need of actions by authorities and scientists for efficient functioning of ecotourism destinations.
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